Romans 9:1-33 (KJV) For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 33  As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling stone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.                     OFFENDED AND STUMBLING
(1) of Israel in regard to Christ, whose Person, teaching, and atoning Death, and the Gospel relating thereto, were contrary to all their ideas as to the means of righteousness before God, Rom. 9:32; 1 Pet. 2:8; 

(2) "In NT skandalon is always used metaphorically, and ordinarily of anything that arouses prejudice, or becomes a hindrance to others, or causes them to fall by the way. Sometimes the hindrance is good, and those stumbled by it are the wicked."


Matthew 18:7 (KJV) 7  Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! 

OFFENDED AND STUMBLING
They Stumbled At That Stumbling stone
The world is stumbling because many religious Jews stumbled over the stumbling stone … , Behold, I lay in Sion … He came to His own and they received Him not … 
The Jews stumbled and were offended we believe for serveral reasons:

They expected a king … He came as a humble servant … stumbled / offended

They were stumbling over the fact that He was born without a earthly man … 

They were stumbling at His doing good on the Sabbath …

 He associated with street people … 

They expected freedom from earthly rule … Jesus came to establish heavenly rule 

They were offended and the world today is stumbling over the fact that Jesus is God …
 John 10:27-34 (NASB) 27  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 
28  and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29  "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30  "I and the Father are one." 31  The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 32  Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 33  The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make YOURSELF OUT TO BE GOD." 34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? Ps 82:6
Such scriptures are very offensive and causes majority of this worlds population to stumble over the stumbling stone, the Rock … the Rock that provided water when they were thirsty in the wilderness … 

1 Corinthians 10:3-5 (CSBBible) 3  They all ate the same spiritual food, 
4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 5  Nevertheless GOD WAS NOT PLEASED WITH MOST OF THEM, since they were struck down in the wilderness.
God’s displeasure is evident today  … because mankind is stumbling over the stumblingstone, they have no God to call on for help in crisis.
Romans 13:11-12 (CSBBible)  Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep, because now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12  The night is nearly over, and the day is near; so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

Mark 13:35-37 (CSBBible) 35  Therefore be alert, since you don’t know when the master of the house is coming — whether in the evening or at midnight or at the crowing of the rooster or early in the morning. 36  Otherwise, when he comes suddenly he might find you sleeping. 
37  And what I say to you, I say to everyone: Be alert!”

Acts 17:22-31 (NASB) 22  So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. 23  "For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 
24  "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25  nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 
26  and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 
27  that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28  for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.' 29  "Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 30  "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 31  because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." 

John 3:19 (NASB) 19  "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.

You and I are not to be Stumbling but … STANDING

Ephesians 6:10-14 (GW) 10  Finally, receive your power from the Lord and from his mighty strength. 
11  Put on all the armor that God supplies. In this way you can take a stand against the devil's strategies. 
12  This is not a wrestling match against a human opponent. We are wrestling with rulers, authorities, the powers who govern this world of darkness, and spiritual forces that control evil in the heavenly world. 
13  For this reason, take up all the armor that God supplies. Then you will be able to take a stand during these evil days. Once you have overcome all obstacles, you will be able to stand your ground. 
14  So then, take your stand! Fasten truth around your waist like a belt. Put on God's approval as your breastplate. 

On Christ the Solid Rock
